
Puerto Rico PDMP: 
What the Data is 

Telling us



Personal Disclaimer:

As you might imagine English is not my 1st

language so if you don’t understand anything 
please let me know… I’ll do my best to speak 

as clear as I can



Puerto Rico PDMP
• Law 70-2017

• August 5, 2017

• Hurricane Irma and Hurricane Maria

• PMP Clearinghouse – May 2018

• PMP Aware – June 2018

• Mental Health and Anti-Addiction Services Administration

• No data before all the triggers (we don’t have a before 
and after comparison)



Puerto Rico PDMP- Barriers
Non-Mandatory 

Use

Prescribers not 
integrated to EHR

Pharmacies not 
using the PDMP for 

all prescriptions

Lack of Support 
from Puerto Rico 

DoH

No Data About 
Fatal and Non-Fatal 

Overdoses



Law 70-2017

Law 70 of August 5, 2017, known as the 
"Controlled Substance Prescription 

Surveillance Law", orders the Mental Health 
and Anti-Addiction Services Administration 
(MHAASA) to implement the “Prescription 
Drug Monitoring Program", whose function 
is to establish and maintain an electronic 
system for the monitoring of controlled 
substances dispensed in Puerto Rico.



Objetivo #3

Law 70-2017 Objectives

Implementar el 
“Programa de 

Monitoreo de Recetas 
de Medicamentos 
Controlados” en la 
Administración de 
Servicios de Salud 
Mental y Contra la 

Adicción.

Objetivo #1

To implement the
Prescription Drug 

Monitoring Program
under the MHAASA

Objective #1 Objective #2

All pharmacies or dispensers

must submit electronically all

the information required by

MHAASA related to each

controlled substance

prescription, as frequently as 

MHAASA requires to.  We

required pharmacies to

submit data on a 48 hours

period.

Objective #3

To create the PDMP 

Advisory Commitee to

help and contribute with

everyting related to the

creation, operation and 

functionality of the

program.



Funding: US Department of Justice
Office of Justice Programs (Harold Rogers)

• 2018-2020

• This funds covered the first two years of the PR-
PDMP

• We had 1 contractor

2017-PM-BX-0001

• 2020 – 2023

• Enhancements to the PDMP (Prescriber Report 
Cards, Clinical Alerts, RxCheck, Advanced Analytics)

• We have 9 contractors

2020-PM-BX-0009

• 2021-2024

• We have 12 contractors
15PBJA-21-GG-02600-PDMP



PDMP Staff
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Coordinator
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Administrative 
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Statistics



PDMP users
7/12/22

Pharmacists and 
Pharmacy Technicians

2,995 70
Investigators

Prescribers

2,294

TOTAL

5,394
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Total Prescriptions from May, 2018-
June 8, 2022
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Opioides Benzodiacepinas Other

For year 2021 there 
was an increase on 

opioids prescriptions 
of 4.82% when 

compared with 2020.  
However, the 

benzodiazepines 
prescriptions are 4 

times more 
prescribed than 

opioids in PR



Number of Prescriptions by Medical Specialty (General)
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Number of Prescriptions by Medical Specialty (Opioids)
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Top 5 Drugs

41%

22%

13%

12%

12%

clonazepam temazepam lorazepam zolpidem tartrate alprazolam



Top 5 Opioids
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Total dispensations heat map 2019-2021

From 2020 to 2021 there was an increase of 2.73% in dispensations, been San Juan (Capital 
City) the #1 in total dispensations



Total dispensations by Regions for 2021

Regions Total Dispensations
METRO 895,992

CAGUAS 876,531

BAYAMON 742,560

ARECIBO 621,425

PONCE 619,391

MAYAGUEZ/AGUADILLA 576,139

FAJARDO 83,885

Null 1

Grand Total 2021 4,415,924



Opioid dispensations by Regions for 2021

Regions Total Dispensations
METRO 156,757
CAGUAS 126,486

BAYAMON 113,256

ARECIBO 104,011

MAYAGUEZ/AGUADILLA 93,449

PONCE 92,890

FAJARDO 13,312

Grand Total 2021 700,161



MME Distribution by Age and Gender



ADDITIONAL DATA ANALYSIS

When evaluating the rates of 
opioid dispensing in Puerto Rico, 

men had higher rates than 
women across all age groups.

Across all age groups, women 
aged 65 and older had the 

highest rates of opioid dispensing 
with a total of A differential 

increase is observed in this age 
group for women compared to 

other age groups.

For men, the highest rates of 
opioids was also within this age 

group 65+

Patients ages 55-64 rank first 
among patients with multiple 

providers



Questions



“This project was supported by Grant No. 2020-PM-BX-0009 awarded by the Bureau of Justice Assistance”

Keysha M. Maldonado Aviles
PDMP Administrator

keysha.maldonado@assmca.pr.gov

mailto:Keysha.maldonado@assmca.pr.gov

