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A bit of background …

Act 284 of 2017 allowed pharmacists 
in Arkansas to dispense naloxone 
without a prescription to:

• A person at risk of experiencing an 
opioid-related drug overdose;

• A pain management clinic;

• A harm reduction organization;

• An emergency medical services 
technician;

• A first responder;

• A law enforcement officer or 
agency;

• An employee of the State Crime 
Laboratory; or

• A family member or friend of a 
person at risk of experiencing an 
opioid-related drug overdose.

2017



A bit of background continued…

2017

Prior Authorization Transparency 
Act, AR Code § 23-99-1119. 
Medication-assisted treatment for 
opioid addiction

Prohibits specific healthcare insurers, including Medicaid 
from requiring prior authorizations in order for a patient to 
obtain coverage of buprenorphine and related products 
approved for the treatment or detoxification of opioid and 
alcohol addiction among other things

2020



A bit of background continued…

January 2023: Elimination of the X-Waiver

2017

2023 In December 2022, Congress passed 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act 
of 2023, which eliminated the DEA's 
"X" waiver registration requirement for 
practitioners prescribing 
buprenorphine to treat Opioid Use 
Disorder (OUD).

2020

Buprenorphine Prescriptions* for AR Residents by AR 
Prescribers by year, Arkansas 2014-2023 



The naloxone standing order was 
updated to allow an Arkansas 
licensed pharmacist to prescribe, 
dispense and supply any fast-acting 
opioid antagonist 

A bit of background …
In addition to naloxone….

A healthcare professional acting in good faith may directly 
or by standing order prescribe, dispense, and supply an 
opioid antagonist to: 

(1) A person at risk of experiencing an opioid-related drug 
overdose; 

(2) A family member, friend, or other individual in a 
position to assist an individual at risk of experiencing 
an opioid-related overdose; 

(3) An individual who is employed or contracted by a 
public or private organization, including without 
limitation: 

(A) A state, municipal, or county entity; 
(B) A hospital or clinic; 
(C) A law enforcement agency; 
(D) A harm reduction organization; 
(E) A shelter or homeless services organization; 
(F) An educational institution; 
(G) A building manager; or 
(H) A pain management center; 

(4) An emergency medical services technician; 
(5) A first responder; 
(6) A law enforcement officer; or 
(7) An employee of the State Crime Laboratory.

2017

2023

2020

2024



Buprenorphine Dispensing
Most Frequently Prescribed Opioids, Arkansas 2023



Buprenorphine Dispensing

Buprenorphine Dispensing County Rates

According to the CDC, the overall national buprenorphine 
dispensing rate was 4.9 prescriptions per 100 people in 
2022. 

In 2023, Arkansas had a buprenorphine dispensing rate of 
6.0 prescriptions per 100 people. 

Buprenorphine Dispensing Rates per 100 People per County, 
Arkansas 2023



Opioid Dispensing County Rates

According to the CDC, the national average dispensing rate 
in 2022 was 39.5 opioid prescriptions per 100 people. 

In 2023, Arkansas had an opioid dispensing rate of 78.5 
opioid prescriptions per 100 people. 

Opioid Dispensing
Opioid Dispensing Rates per 100 People per County, Arkansas 

2023



Notes from the field

• There are gaps in the cascade of care post overdose

• There are gaps in the knowledge pharmacies have of the opioid 
antagonist standing order



Goals for KAP Survey
1.To gain an understanding of baseline knowledge, stigma, attitudes, and beliefs among 

pharmacies (Pharmacists, technicians, and interns) within the state in providing 
buprenorphine and naloxone;

2.To identify future opportunities for pharmacy education pertaining to medications for opioid 
use disorder (MOUD) provided by/in collaboration with the AR PDMP;

3.To identify barriers to providing a continuous cascade of care post opioid overdose in an 
effort to inform future AR PDMP projects/grants; and

4.To publish results



Developing 
the KAP 
Survey: 

a 
Timeline
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A brief look at the survey

Progress Bar

Mobile Friendly
Save work or start over

Option to go back



A brief look at the survey: Knowledge



A brief look at the survey: Attitudes



A brief look at the survey: Attitudes



A brief look at the survey: Practice



Questions?
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