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The Opioid Affected Youth Initiative

Training and Technical Assistance (TTA) Provider:
Institute for Intergovernmental Research (lIR)



Did you

know. ..

* 107,941 persons in the United States died from
drug-involved overdoses in 2022, including illicit
drugs and prescription opioids

* One in eight children aged 17 or younger are
living in households with at least one parent
who has a substance use disorder

 Impacted youth are at an increased risk for child
maltreatment and child welfare involvement
compared to other children

Sources:
https://nida.nih.gov/research-topics/trends-statistics/overdose-death-rates

https://ncsacw.acf.hhs.gov/topics/parental-substance-use-disorder.aspx



https://nida.nih.gov/research-topics/trends-statistics/overdose-death-rates
https://ncsacw.acf.hhs.gov/topics/parental-substance-use-disorder.aspx

Ak The What: OJJDP’'s Response to the

L Epidemic
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The Opioid Affected Youth Initiative

 Supports integrated services for impacted children,
youth, and families utilizing multidisciplinary approaches
to implement and coordinate programs and strategies to
ensure public safety support through youth and family
focused

* System-level impact concepts
 Data-driven solutions

« Coordinated responses



,k.’.‘: £
e
A,
G

The OAYI
Footprint...




OAYI Project Sites 2018-2023




Project planning, design and structure.

OJJ D P Project strategies and implementation.
Supports. ..

Data collection and analysis.

Monitoring and evaluation.

Alignment of performance measures.

Promising or evidence-based practices or programs.

Assessing progress toward achieving project goals and
measurable outcomes.

Building and maintaining partnerships and collaborating with
key leaders and stakeholders.

Sustainment planning.
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OAYI
calf] Youth Advisory Board

Technical Assistance Bulletin

Informed by research from existing youth advisory boards

No recommendations made are truly prescriptive (other than
youth compensation)

YAB and youth engagement strategies should be reflective of the
needs and makeup of the youth being served, your organization,
and the impacted community

ADVISE AND ADVANCE:

| ELEVATING THE

YOUTH VOICE
THROUGH YOUTH
ADVISORY BOARDS




OAYI Youth Advisory Board

YNOW Task Force

Comprised of emerging leaders ages 18-24
with at least one of the following lived
experiences:

s
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Opioid Affected Youth Initiative

Personal OUD or SUD

Family member or friend with SUD,
treatment, or in recovery

Living or have lived in an opioid-impacted
community

Juvenile or criminal justice involvement
Child welfare involvement

OPIOID AFFECTED YOUTH INITIATIVE

YOUTH ADVISORY BOARD
FRAMEWQ R K

PURPOSE

Thie Opicid Affected Youth Initiative (DAY!) was established

to support integrated and comprehensive intervention,
prevention, and treatment services for youth and families
who have been impacted by opioid and other substance use
disorders (SUDs). As the training and technical assistance
(TTA) provider, the Institute for Intergovernmental Research
(IIR) is committed to supporting the efforts of states,
communities, and tribes in reducing the adverse impact

of opicids and SUDs through efiec tive and meaning ful
engagement with youth. The broader 0&¥] TTA model and
frameworrk for the youth advisory board (YAB), formalized as
the Youth National Opioid and Wellness (YNOW) Task Force, is
informed by the understanding that the youth voice is central
to sustainable system improvement and hel ps strengthen
the responses to improving equitable access to substance
use support.

The purpose of the YNOW Task Force is to create collabora tive
opportunities and strategic partnerships among emerging
leaders and key stakeholders; inform strategies for successful
engagement in local communities; and empower youth
withlived experiences to lea inable efforts toward
stigma reduction through advocacy and action. The YNOW
Task Force reflects the wices and perspectives of youth
representing diverse communiti es and promotes the
development of a support netwark among young people
with shared experiences that will help cultivate an advanced
understanding ofthe impact of opicids and SUDs on youth
and families.

The YNOW Task Force is a 14-person board
consisting of 10 board members and
four executive leadership positions.
The designated presiding
coordinator is a member of

IIR's DAY! TTA team.

www.opioidaffectedyouth.org oayi-yab@iircom 6‘““ ITTR=

VISION
The vision of the YNOW Task Force isto cultivate an

h ding of the impact of opioids and SUDs on youth
through ive opp ies and partnerships. Serving members will
4 Enhance IR's TTA approach by informi gies for effectively i
h youth trough participaion i th cpmentand facilitaion of virtual
and in-person TTA events, inchuding the lamnch of 0AYTs i sth it.
4 Reduce the stig i .....Sl.ll}sb]f du ‘—,‘ Ppubdic about the:
: that youthimpacted by SUDs exp gh the designof a
tionally distributed youth olkit; jal

media plaliu'm;mdl asInstagram and Threads; the launch ofa segment
mmWspmhmmmﬂnEd.mMmﬂdmdwmwm
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{ Expand and mfnellarlsuiu’ﬂlpmd self-advocacy skills trough ongoing
pp ortunities for professional growth including
attendance and/or presentation at youth-related conferences and other events
ithe field.

MISSION

The impact of this board will be to enhance youth survival and safety by leveraging
ﬂlehsdmmnfmpmphuﬂmﬂnmmﬂaswmm
dlan;&ﬂnuﬂladm&dumhm“" 5, we will adh

and recovery eff ted in foundations of
ulllnl humility, holistic-approaches, reduction of stigma, and restorative justice.
Umm:gmtummeasammmgmdﬂmmmalmlm

change, not just within indivi st within thedr how
we mgaqe mnnmlyslnkemldsm-lmm youth, families, sdummm and
p p tices that heal

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
1§ Bebetween the agesof 18 and 24.
4 Have at least one of the following lived experiences:
®  Currently live or have lived inan *  Friend or family member (parent,

opioid-impacted community sibling, or dose rlative) with
*  Personal SUD SUD, in treatment, or in recovery
®  Juvenile or criminal justice #  Child welfare involvement

imvohvement

MANAGED BY




Key
Engagement
Activities

We are committed to
leveraging the lived expertise
of the YAB in every aspect of
our TTA support including
providing opportunities for
them to lead their own
efforts.

Design a nationally
distributed youth
engagement
toolkit

Support the
planning and
production of
OAY!I’s youth
summit

Participate in
ongoing
opportunities to
expand and refine
leadership and
self-advocacy skills
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Potential Collaborative Efforts with the
PDMP

Awareness
and
Education

Utilization of
Data
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Connect With Us

Follow us on Instagram @ynowtaskforce!

If you have any questions about the OAY|
YAB or other youth engagement efforts,
please contact Darian Appleton at
dappleton@iir.com or oayiyab@iir.com.

For more information about the initiative,
visit www.opioidaffectedyouth.org.



s More information about OAYI and its resources
OAYI can be found on its website or YouTube channel.

Website: www.opioidaffectedyouth.org
Email: oayi-info@iir.com
Phone: (850) 385-0600
YouTube: Opioid Affected Youth



http://www.opioidaffectedyouthinitiative.org/
mailto:oayi-info@iir.com
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